
The Bulletin of the Woodland Hills  
Rock Chippers, Inc. 

 

Regular club meetings are held at 7:00PM on the 3rd Saturday of each month at:  
First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way, West Hills, CA 91303 

Visit our website    www.rockchippers.org 
WHRC Editor: P.O. Box 205 Woodland Hills, CA  91365 

Membership Information 

For any questions regarding membership in the Woodland 
Hills Rock Chippers please email Virginia Rotramel at 

whrc@rockchippers.org 

 
Club 

Calendar 
 

September 11th 
Class 10am 

Pendant with Man 
Wrap 

 
 

September 11th 
Business Meeting 

On Zoom 
7 PM 

 
 

September 18th 
Society Meeting 
6:30  PM Social 
7 PM General 
Meeting and 

Program at the 
church.  

 
 

Guests welcome 
Email  society or 
Thalia for Zoom 

invitation. 
 
 

From the President…. 
Hello Fellow Chippers,  
 
I hope everyone is doing well. It was won-
derful to see so many wonderful people face 
to face again at our first live general meet-
ing. Thalia brought her Rocky Bingo and 
we all had a fun time filled with laughter 
and stories, playing outside on our socially 
distanced tables under the beautiful full har-
vest moon.  
Hopefully we would get to see more of you 
in the future, I ask everyone to please try to 
make the time to attend and support our 
club by trying to make it to our meetings or 
at least our virtual meetings.  
With that being said, Our next board meet-
ing will take place on September 11th at 
7pm  via Zoom. and our next general meet-
ing will take place on September 18th at 
6:30pm.  
 
Stay Safe and Healthy 
Sagi  
 

     Future Rockhounds of America 

For any questions regarding membership in the FRA 
please email Thalia Goldsworthy at 

whrc@rockchippers.org 
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SOCIETY  MEETING PROGRAM 

September 18, 2021 
 

For our September Society meeting we will be looking at 
several videos about Corundom and Sapphire the birthstone 
for this month.   
 
If possible we will include showing this also as a Zoom 
meeting.  This will require the use of our audio/visual equip-
ment, a projection screen and 2 lap top computers.  One to connect to the internet and 
run the video program.  The other to log into Zoom and share the image of the room/s 
projected image.  A real challenge in coordination and participation of our members..   

 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL REMINDER 

With in-person classes happening now please drive with care.  Slow down 
during arrival and departure times.  Young people do not always pay atten-
tion to the cars around them. 

BENCH TIP 
  

    JUST A DROP 
 
Hobby shops and model airplane stores carry 
small plastic dispenser bottles that are handy for 
putting a drop of flux, oil, or glue just where 
you want it. They have a length of small metal 
tubing coming out the top that lets you squeeze 
out very small drops. 
 
I use one with a short length of tubing for oil 
when I'm sawing or when drilling harder metals 
like steel.  Another bottle I found in a plastics 
store has a longer length of metal tubing on it. 
Plastics people use them for dispensing fast dry-
ing glues to join pieces of acrylic. The long met-
al tube let's you reach into tight places. Either of 
these is handy for flux at the soldering station. 

 

 

Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books 
Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith  
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CLASSES 

 

The class for August completed the Cluster Pendant we started in July. Both Shan-
na (left) and  Debbie (right) sent photos of their finished pieces.  

For September we are using some porcelain pieces that Shanna completed from 
broken dish that I had from the ‘94 earthquake. No charge for these.  

Bring your wire wrapping tools: pliers, wire cutters, etc. or borrow from Thalia’s 
supply. Class will be from 10:00am to noon on the 11th..  There is no class fee.  

 

 

              Happy Birthday  
                                  Gary 

            

                   Happy Anniversary   
    

                     The Jensons 
 

 

FRA NEWS 

Because of the changing school situation FRA activities are on hold.  When things re-
turn to some kind of normal here will be more time for in-person badge activities.  

With in-person school classes starting I will watch how that goes.  If possible we 
could meet with similar Covid requirements.  We could work outside as my patio does not 
get hot until later in the day.  Let’s see how things are on September 19th—which 
would be our usual meeting day.  More news via email to participants. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHSTONE - SAPPHIRE 

Natural sapphires[ 
Sapphire is one of the two gem-varieties of corundum, the other being ruby (defined as corundum in a 
shade of red). Although blue is the best-known sapphire color, they occur in other colors, including gray 
and black, and they can be colorless. A pinkish orange variety of sapphire is called padparadscha. 

Sapphire and rubies are often found in the same geographical settings, but they generally have 
different geological formations. For example, both ruby and sapphire are found in Myanmar's 
Mogok Stone Tract, but the rubies form in marble, while the sapphire forms in granitic pegma-
tites or corundum syenites.[4]:403–429 
 
Every sapphire mine produces a wide range of quality, and origin is not a guarantee of quality. 
For sapphire, Kashmire receives the highest premium, although Burma, Sri Lanka, and Mada-
gascar also produce large quantities of fine quality gems.[]

 
From Wikipedia 

BENCH TIP 

         FOREDOM  MAINTENANCE     
 
If you have a Foredom flex shaft, it makes sense to check it over every so often to be sure it's running 
properly.  But how to do that?  You've probably lost the little booklet that came with the unit. Well, be-
ing the good company it is, Foredom has put together an extensive set of videos on how to everything. 
 
The series covers set-up, lubrication, replacing a sheath, motor maintenance, and handpiece maintenance. 
Few if any special tools are needed. You can watch the videos at  www.foredom.net/
flexibleshaftmachinemaintenance.aspx particularly under "Foredom Basics" or the "Foredom Shafting..." 
categories. 
 
Any repair parts needed are available on the Foredom site or from most jewelry supply catalogs. If you 
have any question about their products, a phone call or an email will get quick answers. 

  

Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books 
Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith  

Memorial for Mary Beth Pio 

We of the Woodland Hills Rock Chippers will remember Mary Beth for her enthusiastic  pursuit of rocks. 
 
Daily she would check what was for sale on e-bay, or any other portal on the internet. Also, she was always 
looking for a nearby place to go and find rocks.  When she did find someplace to go she asked around the mem-
bership who would like to go with her and have a "field trip". 
 
She volunteered to pick up the office of Show Chair.  Made some innovative changes and had several success-
ful years, when life caught up with her. 
 
She put up a valiant fight and was making great progress in recovery when life caught up with her again.  This 
time the fight was to no avail.  Her fight ended on August 27, 2021. 
 
With fond reflection we will always remember her in the positive way she lived. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sapphire#cite_note-RefA-2
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WHRC Business Meeting Minutes 
Time: 7:07 pm 
Location: Chatsworth, CA 
 
Secretary: Paty Mejorado  
Date: August 07, 2021 

Call to order: Sagi 

 

Correction or approval of minutes: - No corrections needed. Minutes approved. 
Report of Treasurer- Barbara: We received the bank statement, everything is in order.       Barbara 
is tentively booking Church for September, October, November & December. Reserved church mo-
tioned by Debbie. Shanna seconded the motion, all approved – motion passed unanimously. 

 
Old Business: Next Business Meeting is scheduled for September 4th. Thalia to redistribute items 
from the Showcase. We never officially designated a Chairperson for Publisher. Antonia is Chair-
person: Audio/Visual. Church Liaison/Post Office: Barbara. 

 
Auditor: Virginia: Everything looks good. 

Bulletin/Publisher -  John: John is taking over as Publisher of the Newsletter. 
Classes/workshops Thalia: August 14th Pendant class to continue. September 11th - Man Wrap 
Class  at 10am. Please contact Thalia for details. 

Corporate Administrator: $20 Biannual Corporate Registration SOS fee does not have to be paid 
until 2022, no report due officers did not change. Barbara will supply future raffle dates for tax re-
port.  Up to date in insurance cards. Due to Covid-19 no raffles to report. 

Display/Education /Community Outreach - Thalia: Inquiries are being received via the website. 

Federation Director – Gary: Not present. 

FRA –Thalia: Jim Brace Thompson sent information on 2 contest for kids to participate. 

HospitalityHistorian – Lillian /Gene: Sending out birthday cards. They haven’t been sent out re-
cently but they will try to catch up. 
Insurance – Debbie: Everything is up to date. 

Librarian – Shanna: Nothing to report. 

Membership – Virginia: Lillian will contact members and inform them we are back to regular meet-
ings tentatively.   
Programs: August 21 – Rocky Bingo / September 18 - Sapphire Extravaganza – A video program / 
October 16 – Mining for Minerals – A video program / November 20 – Silent Auction. December 
18 – Regular meeting and Gift Exchange  
Ways and Means – John: Nothing new at this time. 
Web Master – John/Thalia: Website is current. 

  
New Business: None to report.  
 

Meeting Adjourned: 8:16 PM  
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WHRC Society Meeting Minutes 
Time: 7:02 pm 
Location: Chatsworth, CA 
 
Secretary: Paty Mejorado  
Date: August 21, 2021 

Call to order: Sagi 

Flag Salute: Sagi 

 

Correction or approval of minutes: Nothing to approve. 

Report of Treasurer- Barbara: No changes. 

 
Old Business: Club Showcase is being displayed at the Chatsworth Library, set-up by Larry and 
Barbara. 
Auditor – Virginia: Everything looks good. 

Bulletin/Publisher -  John: John is taking over as Publisher of the Newsletter. 
Classes/workshops Thalia: August 14th Pendant class very successful. September 11th - Man Wrap 
Class  at 10am. Please contact Thalia for details. 

Corporate Administrator: Barb gave Debbie raffle report dates and filing. 

Display/Education/Community Outreach - Thalia: Inquiries are being received via the website. 

Federation Director – Gary: Not present. 

FRA –Thalia: Keeping in touch with FRA kids. They are also in school. We are not meeting at 
this time. 

Hospitality Historian – Lillian /Gene: Not present. 

Insurance – Debbie: Everything is up to date. 

Librarian – Shanna: Nothing to report. 

Membership – Virginia: No new members. 

Programs: August 21 – Rocky Bingo / September 18 - Sapphire Extravaganza – A video pro-
gram / October 16 – Mining for Minerals – A video program / November 20 – Silent Auction  
December 18 – Regular meeting and Gift Exchange  

Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia: Not scheduled at this time.  
Ways and Means – John: Nothing new at this time. 

Web Master – John/Thalia: Website is current. 

 

New Business: None to report. 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 8:22 PM  
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated 

 

Our organization, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and instructive 
purposes: to foster collection and study of minerals, to disseminate knowledge about 
them, to sponsor field trips to find them, to encourage the use of them in lapidary and 
faceting studies, etc.  And to have one whale of a good time doing those things with all 
of our friends. 
 
Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  Social time 
from 6:30 p.m. 
 
Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always welcome to 
attend. 
 
Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least 2 Society 
meetings.  Annual dues are due in November for the following year.  Membership fees are 
currently $27.50 for one adult, $17.50 for a second adult at the same address, juniors 
(ages 10-18) and pebble pups  (ages 4-9) $5 each.  New members pay an additional $15 
initiation fee per person.  Late joining new members may have lower dues as they are 
prorated after mid-year. 

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial 
purposes with appropriate credits. For commercial use, individual 

authors must be contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have 
been generated by the Bulletin staff. 

Elected Officers/Directors 

President         Sagi Salomon    Director At Large    Gene Berwager 

Treasurer        Barbara Bradbury    Director At Large    Lillian Berwager  

Secretary        Paty Mejorado    Director At Large    Larry Bradbury 

Corp. Adm.     Debbie Hirlinger    Director At Large    John O’Brien 

                          Director At Large    Shanna O’Brien
      

Chairpersons and Appointed Positions 

Auditor…………………....Virginia Rotramel 

Bulletin Editor …………………………...Open 

Classes……………......Thalia Goldsworthy 

Courtesy/Hospitality...Lillian Berwager 

Custodian……………….................Open 

Federation Director………....Gary Levitt 

Alternate Fed Director...Maureen Levitt 

Field Trips…………………………..Committee 

FRA…………………......Thalia Goldsworthy 

Historian……………….......Gene Berwager 

Librarian…………………....Shanna O’Brien 

Membership ……………..Virginia Rotramel 

Outreach………………..Thalia Goldsworthy 

Parliamentarian……………...……….….Open 

Programs ……………………………………..Open 

Publicity…………………..................Open 

Shop ……………...  Pat Keene. Anita Niles 

Club Show Chair………….......Sagi Salmon 

Asst.Show Chair………..Virginia Rotramel 

Ways and Means……...……….John O’Brien 

Webmaster…………............John O’Brien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Inc. 
MEMBER OF CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

P.O. BOX 205, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 

 

Address exchange Bulletins to:   Editor at above address 

Society Meeting 

September 18th Program 

Corundom—Sapphire 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Social—7:00pm Program 

 

 

 

 

 


